
                    
 
 

Traditional Song 
 

Learning Outcomes General 
Learning about English tradition  
Learn about social history and heritage and researching these 
Understanding the way people lived in the past 
Explore and use rhythm and rhyme 
Language and Literature 

� Speaking and Listening - Discussion with peers 
� Rhyming – Phonics and Morphology 
� Reciting off by heart 
� Researching - rhymes and traditional tales 
� Enriching vocabulary 
� Clear articulation and expressive performance 
� Use of sentence structure 

 
Music 

� Musical composition 
� Use of voice with increasing control and accuracy of pitch and quality of tone 
� Understanding musical structures  
� Reproducing sounds from aural memory 
� Researching forms of music 
� Performing, building confidence, self-esteem and self-expression 

 
Building confidence through performance 
 

Outcomes Arts Award Explore 
Singing a traditional song would be one art form out of several that would be needed to 
complete the award. Singing would fit comfortably with other traditional art from such as 
mummer’s play, maypole dancing, broom dancing and well dressing.  
Part A - Inspire: Take part in a range of Arts Activities.  
Singing a traditional song would be one of the arts activities. 
Part B - Explore: Explore the work of artists or arts organisations through live or 
active experience.  
Research on traditional songs and singers online or by visiting sites. Invite a local folk singer 
into school. Explore the role of artists and those who sing in their jobs. 
Part C - Create: Create a piece of art work to demonstrate arts skills, 
Make up a song in the style of a traditional folk song by using the format of an old song, or 
adapting words from an existing song, or writing a new verse for a traditional song and 
chorus.  Perform the song to others in the group, the school at an assembly or concert or at a 
school or local fair.  Developing singing skills and ability to write and participate in songs. 
Part D - Present: Identity what they have achieved and enjoyed through the award and 
present their work to others.  
Choose favourite art form(s), present this to others in the group, the school, or wider 
audience and share what it was that they achieved and enjoyed. This section is not just a 
performance.  Communicating to others what they have learnt and enjoyed through the 
singing activities – singing in Assembly and saying why they liked it and what they have done 
and learnt about. 
 
 



Outputs 
An opening song for a mummer’s play. 
An entertainment for a school or local event such as concert or fair. 
An entertainment for a local day centre or care home. 
A Performance in a School Assembly. 
 

Background Information 
Where traditional songs can be found – in books in libraries, on recordings on you tube of Folk 

Singers, on Folk Singers’ recordings on CDs or old records, in concert with live performers, online 

databases – see below. 

� Traditional songs are often stories, usually old, about people’s lives – love, work, 

death, loss, and war – they are often about local topics and good to link in with local 

themes at school 

� The often have a chorus or at least something to join in with 

� They sometimes celebrate annual customs – Christmas, May Day, the Summer time 

� They are easy and accessible and are usually learnt by ear – the oral tradition 

� They can be flexible and easily adapted to suit your play / work / theme at school 

� The have plenty of repetition with simple structure and usually have a rhyming pattern 

� They tell of where you come from – your personal story, your history, your national 
culture  

� They can easily tie in with your Music and Language curriculum targets…. 
 

Resources 

� The Full English Digital Archive at EFDSS http://www.vwml.org/vwml-projects/vwml-the-full-

english 

� Mudcat Café http://mudcat.org/ 

� Visit your Local Studies Library and ask for local traditional songs or ballads 

 

 


