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How you might find out more about Maypole Dancing, Broom Dancing, 

Mummer’s Plays, Well Dressings and St George’s Day Celebrations. 

 

You can find out what people wore or are wearing when doing these activities or in their 

day to day lives. You could find out what kind of people may have been doing it and where 

and what else they may have done in their daily lives. You can think about why they might 

have done them and why you would do it now. 

Go to your local studies library or local museum, if you have one. They might have 

pictures and information about any of these things happening in the past in the area where 

you live. They might have posters, broadsheets1 or song sheets which mention these 

things. If you can’t find anything you can always ask, some places have things that are not 

on show. Derby Museum has a gallery dedicated to Joseph Wright. As he was one of the 

characters used in our plays we looked at some of his paintings. We also looked at his 

paintings of important business men to get an idea of what Walter Evans (another 

character in our plays) might look like. 

Some larger museums and art galleries have things which could be useful to your 

research. It may be a painting by a famous artist. The Victoria and Albert Museum on 

London has a picture by the British artist Francis Hayman (1708-1776) of people doing a 

maypole dance. You can see it if you follow this link: 

http://artuk.org/discover/artworks/country-dances-round-a-maypole-30831 

Look online 

Search for pictures and YouTube videos of any of Maypole Dancing, Broom Dancing, 

Mummer’s Plays, Well Dressings and St George’s Day Celebrations. Some you will find are 

modern and some much older. Look for the differences. 

The English Folk Dance and Song Society (EFDSS) has a lot of information about folk arts 

and traditions and also some examples of different learning programmes. They also have 

books and CD for sale and free learning resources all here: http://www.efdss.org/ 

You will find some Old Mummers’ Plays here: 

 http://www.vwml.org/search/search-full-

english?qtext=mummers%20plays&ts=1473266004101&collectionfilter=HHA;SBG;LEB;JH

B;GB;COL;CC;GG;AGG;PG;HAM;MK;FK;EML;TFO;CJS1;CJS2;FSBW;RVW1;RVW2;AW 
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Ask family and friends. Many people will have done maypole dancing or well dressing, or 

seen a mummer’s play or a broom dance so it’s worth asking. If they haven’t then you will 

be able to tell them what you know. 

 

Notes 

1The broadsheet was a type of popular print usually just of a single sheet, sold on the 

streets and containing various types of material and information, from ballads 1ato political 

satire1b. The first broadsheet newspaper was published in 1618. 

1a Ballads are narrative songs or songs with stories. 

1b Political satire, to put it simply, is a way of using humour to show that someone or 

something is foolish, weak, bad, etc. It’s humour that shows the weaknesses or bad 

qualities of a person, government, society, etc.  

 

 

 


